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Alamance County Public Libraries History

The first public library serving Burlington was located in the Broad Street High School
in the early 1920s.

The Library

By 1937, the public lib  rary had moved to temporary quarters in a storefront on Main St.



In 1938, industrialist W.H. May, Sr. and his two sons donated $15,000 toward the
purchase of the old US. Post Office on Spring Street to use as a public library.

May Memorial L ibrary in late 1930s

The gift for the public |Iibrary was in memory
Sharpe May, who died in 1935 while on a trip abroad.

Young lady sits beneath portrait of Mrs. May in reading room at May Memorial



