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Becoming Naomi Leon by Pam 

Munoz Ryan 
When Naomi's absent mother resurfaces to 

claim her, Naomi runs away to Mexico 

with her great-grandmother and younger 

brother in search of her father. 

 

 

 

The Best School Year Ever by 

Barbara Robinson 
The six horrible Herdmans, the worst kids 

in the history of the world, cause mayhem 

throughout the school year. 

 

 

  

Bunnicula: A Rabbit-Tale of 

Mystery by Deborah and James 

Howe 
Though scoffed at by Harold the dog, 

Chester the cat tries to warn his human 

family that their foundling baby bunny 

must be a vampire. 

 

 

A Dog’s Life:  The Autobiography 

of a Stray by Ann M. Martin 
Squirrel, a stray puppy, tells her life story, 

from her nurturing mother and brother to 

making her own way in the world, facing 

busy highways, changing seasons, and 

humans both gentle and brutal. 
 

Everything on a Waffle by Polly 

Horvath 
Eleven-year-old Primrose living in a small 

fishing village in British Columbia 

recounts her experiences and all that she 

learns about human nature and the 

unpredictability of life in the months after 

her parents are lost at sea. 
 

How to Steal a Dog by Barbara 
O’Connor 

Living in the family car in their small 

North Carolina town after their father 

leaves them virtually penniless, Georgina, 

desperate to improve their situation and 

unwilling to accept her overworked 

mother's calls for patience, persuades her younger brother 

to help her in an elaborate scheme to get money by stealing 

a dog and then claiming the reward that the owners are 

bound to offer.  

 

 

 

The Last Holiday Concert by 

Andrew Clements 
Life is usually easy for popular fifth grader 

Hart Evans, but when his music teacher 

puts him in charge of the holiday concert, 

Hart must use all of his leadership skills to 

unite the other students. 

 

Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH 
by Robert C. O’Brien 

Having no one to help her with her 

problems, a widowed mouse visits the rats 

whose former imprisonment in a 

laboratory made them wise and long lived. 

 

 

Poppy by Avi 
Poppy the deer mouse urges her family to 

move next to a field of corn big enough to 

feed them all forever, but Mr. Ocax, a 

terrifying owl, has other ideas. 
 

 

 

Ruby Holler by Sharon Creech 
Thirteen-year-old fraternal twins Dallas 

and Florida have grown up in a terrible 

orphanage but their lives change forever 

when an eccentric but sweet older couple 

invites them each on an adventure, 

beginning in an almost magical place 

called Ruby Holler. 
 

Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt 
The Tuck family is confronted with an 

agonizing situation when they discover 

that a ten-year-old girl and a malicious 

stranger now share their secret about a 

spring whose water prevents one from 

ever growing any older. 
 

 

Yellow Bird and Me by Joyce 

Hansen 
Doris becomes friends with Yellow Bird 

as she helps him with his studies and his 

part in the school play and discovers that 

he has a problem known as dyslexia.
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