Battle of the Books ~ 2009-2010 ~ Middle School

= Airborn by Kenneth Oppel

Matt, a young cabin boy aboard an airship, and Kate, a wealthy young girl traveling with her
chaperone, team up to search for the existence of mysterious winged creatures reportedly
living hundreds of feet above the Earth's surface.

Bronx Masquerade by Nikki Grimes
While studying the Harlem Renaissance, students at a Bronx high school read aloud poems
they've written, revealing their innermost thoughts and fears to their formerly clueless
classmates.

Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis

Ten-year-old Bud, a motherless boy living in Flint, Michigan, during the Great Depression,
escapes a bad foster home and sets out in search of the man he believes to be his father--the
renowned bandleader, H.E. Calloway of Grand Rapids.

Castaways of the Flying Dutchman by Brian Jacques
In 1620, a boy and his dog are rescued from the doomed ship, Flying Dutchman, by an angel
who guides them in travelling the world, eternally helping those in great need.

Chasing Vermeer by Blue Balliett

When strange and seemingly unrelated events start to happen and a precious Vermeer
painting disappears, eleven-year-olds Petra and Calder combine their talents to solve an
international art scandal.

Chicken Boy by Frances O’Roark Dowell

Since the death of his mother, Tobin's family life and school life have been in disarray, but
after he starts raising chickens with his seventh-grade classmate, Henry, everything starts to
fall into place.

Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac

After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned
Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to become Code Talkers, sending
messages during World War II in their native tongue.

DeasSa  picey’s Song by Cynthia Voigt
Now that the four abandoned Tillerman children are settled in with their grandmother, Dicey

finds that their new beginnings require love, trust, humor, and courage.
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Drums, Girls & Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick
When his younger brother is diagnosed with leukemia, thirteen-year-old Steven tries to deal
with his complicated emotions, his school life, and his desire to support his family.

Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan

Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of wealth and privilege in Mexico to go
work in the labor camps of Southern California, where they must adapt to the harsh
circumstances facing Mexican farm workers on the eve of the Great Depression.

Flush by Carl Hiaasen

With their father jailed for sinking a river boat, Noah Underwood and his younger sister,
Abbey, must gather evidence that the owner of this floating casino is emptying his bilge tanks
into the protected waters around their Florida Keys home.

Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick

At the beginning of eighth grade, learning disabled Max and his new friend Freak, whose birth
defect has affected his body but not his brilliant mind, find that when they combine forces
they make a powerful team.

The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman
Nobody Owens is a normal boy, except that he has been raised by ghosts and other denizens
of the graveyard.

Invitation to the Game by Monica Hughes

Unemployed after high school in the highly robotic society of 2154, Lisse and seven friends
resign themselves to a boring existence in their "Designated Area" until the government
invites them to play The Game.

Jeremy Fink and the Meaning of Life by Wendy Mass
Just before his thirteenth birthday, Jeremy Fink receives a keyless locked box--set aside by
his father before his death five years earlier--that purportedly contains the meaning of life.

Just Ella by Margaret Peterson Haddix

In this continuation of the Cinderella story, fifteen-year-old Ella finds that accepting Prince
Charming's proposal ensnares her in a suffocating tangle of palace rules and royal etiquette, so
she plots to escape.
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The Kite Rider by Geraldine McCaughrean

In thirteenth-century China, after trying to save his widowed mother from a horrendous
second marriage, twelve-year-old Haoyou has life-changing adventures when he takes to the
sky as a circus kite rider and ends up meeting the great Mongol ruler Kublai Khan.

The Lottery Rose by Irene Hunt
A young victim of child abuse gradually overcomes his fears and suspicions when placed in a
home with other boys.

Peak by Roland Smith
A fourteen-year-old boy attempts to be the youngest person to reach the top of Mount
Everest.

Peter and the Starcatchers by Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson

' The young orphan Peter and his friend Molly have many adventures on the high seas while

carrying a precious cargo of magical dust.

Phineas Gage by John Fleischman
The true story of Phineas Gage, a man who lived through a horrible accident that left him
with a hole in his brain in 1848.

Storm Warriors by Elisa Carbone

In 1895, after his mother's death, twelve-year-old Nathan moves with his father and
grandfather to Pea Island off the coast of North Carolina, where he hopes to join the all-black
crew at the nearby lifesaving station, despite his father's objections.

Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz
After the death of the uncle who had been his guardian, fourteen-year-old Alex Rider is
coerced to continue his uncle's dangerous work for Britain's intelligence agency, MI6.
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Summer of My German Soldier by Bette Greene
Sheltering an escaped German prisoner of war is the beginning of some shattering
experiences for a 12-year-old Jewish girl in Arkansas.

The View from Saturday by E.L. Konigsburg

Four students, with their own individual stories, develop a special bond and attract the
attention of their teacher, a paraplegic, who choses them to represent their sixth-grade
class in the Academic Bowl competition.

The Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt

During the 1967 school year, on Wednesday afternoons when all his classmates go to either
Catechism or Hebrew school, seventh-grader Holling Hoodhood stays in Mrs. Baker's
classroom where they read the plays of William Shakespeare and Holling learns much of
value about the world he lives in.

White Fang by Jack London
The adventures in the northern wilderness of a dog who is part wolf and how he comes to
make his peace with man.
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