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Life as We Knew It
Discussion Questions

Before the meteor strikes the moon, what are the biggest concerns in Miranda’s life? How do they
change in the months that follow?

If you were in a catastrophic situation like Miranda, what would you be willing to do in order to survive
and take care of your family? Do you think that would change as time went by?

After the meteor strikes the moon, services such as telephone, Internet, and television stop, and
Miranda writes in her journal that “Civilization had ended.” Do you think people are too dependent on
electronic gadgets? What would you do if you could no longer use the gadgets many people have come
to depend on in their daily lives? How would your life change?

What does Miranda experience at the supermarket that makes her realize how things have changed for
the worse? (pp. 35-38)

How would you describe Miranda’s relationship with her brothers, Matt and Jonny? How does this
relationship change during the course of the story? How about her relationship with her mother?

As the family settles into a routine, the household chores are divided along very traditional “men’s
work” and “women’s work” lines. Why do you think this happened? Do you think it bothered Miranda?

How does Miranda feel about Megan’s religious convictions? (pp. 68—69) How does this affect their
friendship? Do you think Megan’s faith is a good one?

Miranda and her friends Sammi and Megan have different ways of surviving. Sammi leaves her home
with a benefactor; Megan puts her faith in God; and Miranda stays put. Did any of them do the right or
wrong thing? What do you think you would do in their shoes?

What does Miranda realize about her mom when she visits Megan for the last time? (pp. 164-65)

After Mrs. Nesbitt dies, Miranda goes through her kitchen cabinets and says doing so makes her “feel
like a cannibal?” (p. 240) Why does she feel this way?

Why does Miranda call the family’s first Christmas after the catastrophe “Absolutely the best Christmas
ever”? (p. 280)

Why does Miranda keep writing in her journal? Who does she think will read her writings?

What do you think will become of Miranda and her family and friends? How about her father and
stepmother?

In many Miranda’s dreams, she struggles to determine if she is in heaven. Why do you think this is
important to Miranda? How do her dreams affect her in her waking life? Why does the last dream
(p. 326) make Miranda decide she needs to sacrifice herself for her family?
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