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Discussion Questions

What is the importance of starting this novel off with a myth? How does the myth influence
Mau’s living situation and outlook on life?

What, if anything, do the English and the islanders have in common regarding religion and
lifestyle? What role does religion play in their lives? Do their different gods cause them to have
different values?

As Mau tries to figure out his place and purpose in The Nation, he seems to feel that there are
certain expectations he must meet. Who set those expectations? What are the expectations?
Are they reasonable? Why is it so important to Mau to meet those expectations?

What is a stereotype? What stereotypes do the English hold about the islanders? Do the
islanders hold any stereotypes about the English? Are any of the stereotypes correct?

Ataba tells Mau, “Belief is a complicated matter.” Mau and Daphne come from opposite sides
of the globe; what beliefs do they have in common? What does Mau learn about belief in the
course of the story?

How do you respond when you encounter someone whose beliefs differ from yours? Does the
fact that Daphne and Mau have survived the wave together affect the way they respond to one
another’s differing beliefs? Would circumstances change your response?

Daphne’s grandmother believes the islanders are savages. Daphne believes that the Englishmen
Foxlip and Cox are savages. How would you define a savage? What is “civilized” behavior?
What is the purpose of manners? How do they help or hinder Daphne’s interactions with Mau
and the other characters? Are there manners that transcend different cultures?

Mau was to have become a man by completing the traditional ceremony and receiving the
sunset wave tattoo. The ceremony never takes place. Does Mau become a man anyway? When
does a child become an adult? How do you define the difference between children and adults?
The old man says, “Religion is not an exact science. Sometimes, of course, neither is science.”
What are the functions of religion and science in this story? Are science and religion similar?
How do they help people?

Daphne decides to return to England with her father. Did her choice surprise you? Do you think
she make the right decision? What would you have done?

History is an important factor when Mau and Daphne think about themselves and their places
in the world. How does history contribute to your own identity? What parts of your history are
you most proud of? How does history influence how individuals and nations react to new
cultures and experiences?
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