
 
Not the End of the World 

 Discussion Questions 
 

1. What surprised you most about this re-telling of the Noah’s Ark story? Why do you think the 
author picked this particular story to tell? 
 

2. Were there any aspects of this re-telling that seemed wrong or misunderstood to you? Were 
there places where you think the author got the story right? Did you re-read the account of the 
flood found in Genesis 

 
3. Which character did you like the most? Which did you dislike the most? Why? 

 
4. When the flood came, Shem and Ham guarded the ship, pushing away neighbors as they 

pleaded for help.  Why do you think they were so willing to turn away fellow humans in need? If 
you were in their shoes, what would you do? 
 

5. What did you think of the chapters told from the various animals’ perspectives? Did seeing 
events through their points of view add anything to the story? 

 
6. Timna took a huge risk when she saved the boy and his baby sister. Why do you think she was 

willing to defy her father’s orders, which came directly from God? 
 

7. Why do you think Bashemath went along with Timna’s deception when the baby died? Do you 
think Shem really believed that he had healed his baby? 

 
8. Which character’s actions surprised you the most? Was it a pleasant or an unpleasant surprise?  

 
9. Noah’s wife says that “…one man’s head is a very small place to try and fit the whole of God’s 

intentions.” What do you think she means by this statement? 
 

10. How does Timna’s opinion of her father change as the story progresses? 
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