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Sunrise Over Fallujah Discussion Questions
Why did Robin decide to join the army instead of going to college?

Why do you think Robin was able to write his most honest letters to his Uncle Richie?
How do his descriptions of the war differ between his letters to his mother and his
letters to Uncle Richie? Why doesn’t he write his father directly?

Do you think Robin, Jonsey and Marla Kennedy would have
become friends if they weren't in the war together? Do you think
they will stay in touch when they get back home?
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How does heroism manifest itself in this story? Which of the
characters do you think is a hero?

How safe is the “green zone” in Baghdad? How do conditions in
the green zone compare to conditions in the villages Robin and
his unit visit in the Iraqi countryside?

How does the roadside attack change Robin’s perception of the
war? How does it affect his unit?

How did the media presentation of the events in Iraq differ from Robin’s experience on
the front lines? Are the stories on the evening news an honest depiction of the soldiers’
experiences in Irag?

As the war progresses, Robin says, “The thing was that killing was taking on a different
meaning to me..now I was willing to kill because I was afraid of being killed...” Is killing
justified when it is in self-defense?

Do you think Robin’s unit accomplished its mission of fostering goodwill with the Iraqi
people?

What do you think of the psychological tactics used by the Psy Ops Unit? Is it
acceptable to use tactics such as staging a kidnapping so that the safe return of the
kidnap victims can be used as a bargaining chip to accomplish a goal?
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