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Unwind
Discussion Questions

How would you feel if you discovered you were going to be unwound? What would you do? If you didn't
want to go along with it but couldn't run away like Connor and the others in the novel, what other
options might you have?

Both Connor’s parents and Lev’s parents signed one of their children over to be unwound, but for very
different reasons. Which is worse in your opinion, to unwind an out-of-control kid, or to raise a child
from birth to be a tithe?

Both Connor and Lev had siblings. How do you think their siblings felt about their parents’ decision to
allow their brothers to be unwound? How would you feel if your brother or sister were scheduled to be
unwound?

How would you feel if you were in an accident, or had a rare disease, and you could be cured only if your
damaged organs were replaced by parts taken from unwound teens? What would you choose to do?
What if you were certain to die if you refused the parts? What if it wasn't you, but someone you loved
who was in an accident? Would your answer be different?

While being transported to possible safety, some of the kids on the run wonder, "Would it be better to
die or be unwound?" If given the choice, which would you choose? Why?

Another question the kids in the book discuss is, "If every part of you is still alive but inside someone
else, are you alive or are you dead?" They also wonder if consciousness can exist even if it's spread out,
and if the soul remains intact. What do you think?

Risa is assigned to play in a band at a Harvest Camp, performing upbeat tunes while teens are marched
to their unwinding. Risa is conflicted: She knows playing in the band will keep her alive longer, but it's at
the expense of others, and her joy at having her fingers on a piano is matched by the horror of knowing
what's going on around her. How would you feel in this situation? Would you accept the position?

What positive consequences do you imagine would be realized by a society where unwinding exists?
What are the negatives? Do you think the negatives outweigh the positives, or the other way around?

The bully, Roland, makes life hard for Connor and Risa from the time they meet him. What do you think
of his ultimate payback? Did you think it was fair? Was it satisfying, or did it make you squirm (or both)?
Why?

Imagine that you are approached to join the Clappers, the novel's futuristic terrorists. How would you

respond? What would you tell them?

In the story, the practice of “unwinding” came about because of advances in transplant technology and
the outlawing of abortion. In your opinion, is unwinding a teenager ethically any better than aborting a
pregnancy? Why or why not?
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