
Resources (formerly resources for parents impacted by school closings).  

Updated March 25, 2020 

As you know, the libraries closed on March 18, and we have been very busy exploring ways we could 

continue to serve the community while limiting access to our physical buildings. We have continued to 

collect resources for you, and will continue to update this page as often as possible. 

New additions will be in red at the top of the list. Please be sure to read the description to know if a 

resource is right for your child, and remember to always check a new website to determine if it is 

appropriate. 

The following resources are available to help: 

Fender: This iconic guitar company is offering three months of lessons free. Click here to get the code.  

MCN: This digital publication serves museum professionals. A recent blog post (continually updated) lists 

free virtual museum resources as well as access to online collections. Access the blog post with links 

here. 

Stuck Inside: A recently founded Facebook Group for sharing free educational resources. You must have 

a Facebook account to participate. See their Facebook Page here. 

Preschool Inspirations: This blog contains links to several kid-friendly YouTube videos. Access the article 

here. Please preview any video before sharing it with your child! 

Ranger Rick: This well respected children’s magazine, a publication of the National Wildlife Federation, 

is offering free digital subscriptions to the magazine through June. Click here for more information. 

Kentucky Association for Gifted Education: This organization is maintaining a list of resources for 

teaching gifted and talented kids at home, broken up by age level and including links. See the list here. 

K-12 Distance Education by subject: Melissa Burger, a k-12 school librarian, collected distance education 

resources by school subject, and is sharing them here. 

Internet Archive: This website was founded to make a true internet library of digitized materials 

available to scholars and researchers. They recently announced that all borrowing limits on titles would 

be removed, creating a National Emergency Library to provide digital books to students and the public. 

Visit the NEL here. 

Wizards of the Coast: This entertainment company is offering online Magic: The Gathering and 

Dungeons and Dragons events. Find out more here. 

Common Sense Media: This nonprofit organization is dedicated to providing resources to families and 

children. Find an excellent list of education and entertainment options for your kids and family here. 

Bravewriter: This online program is designed to enhance the parent-child relationship through the 

teaching of writing. This week they are offering the Homebound virtual conference for free. Session 

happen daily, and you can join live or watch the recorded sessions here. 

https://try.fender.com/play/playthrough/
http://mcn.edu/a-guide-to-virtual-museum-resources/?fbclid=IwAR1NiKMeSJBtmdINCESNSa9__p674U1o0IFIG8dbMnsQThg6iPTfRjDXgrA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2809868005761916/?hc_location=ufi
https://preschoolinspirations.com/kid-yoga-videos/?fbclid=IwAR1asP3-8JKREQ9BdJIM_W7qRHeOFuQNG0YQu91LgLznOFAWNxBZipPxHEo
https://rangerrick.org/stuck-indoors/?fbclid=IwAR2PXPUnvJ_6gLEIwaS7Z_pDMd1H48PU3jvDeX93JiNCeunFYdrSBkXvWpE
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UbaobL2ymO4_MW4N0eVvdBEfMPLyGaH7KipH27Onmg0/preview
https://collections.follettsoftware.com/collection/5e7a45db156a8600129bd98b?h=a4727c10b844e9296c5890764e976af2fd695b856a159793a3324eeb6fc698ea&fbclid=IwAR15YeY0z80PERKp0RtfQVoRO9hQjkNGZXtTJQuzKXhVoCoTdj10q_mLRBA
https://archive.org/details/nationalemergencylibrary
https://company.wizards.com/article/news/wizards-coasts-response-covid-19
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/free-online-events-activities-kids-at-home-coronavirus?j=7711684&sfmc_sub=167423587&l=2048712_HTML&u=143747070&mid=6409703&jb=68&utm_source=covid19_freeactivities_20200323&utm_medium=email
https://bravewriter.com/about/homebound/homebound-conference


North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources: The NC DNCR offers the NC 

Learn@Home website as a gathering place for resources for parents, children, and educators. This site 

also offers virtual assistance from state librarians and educators. Visit the page here. 

We are Teachers: weareteachers.com has a big list of children’s authors that are offering online read-

alouds and activities. There is a section just for elementary school-age kids who might not want to sit 

through storytime or a picture book. See the complete list here. 

Digital Escape Rooms: A number of libraries and organizations are offering digital escape rooms for 

bored at home kids. Here is one based on Alice in Wonderland, and here is a Harry Potter themed 

escape room. 

Michigan Science Center: The Michigan Science Center is offering virtual science lessons with large-scale 

science demonstrations every afternoon at 2:30 p.m. Visit their website here. 

Artsy.net: This site posted an article on Ten University Art Classes You Can Take for Free. These are 

university level classes suitable for older teens or adults. 

Audible.com: One of the best known sources for audiobooks, Audible is offering free streaming of 

children’s titles on desktop, laptop, phone, or tablet. Visit https://stories.audible.com/start-listen. 

Sebco eBooks: Another eBook platform that is making its children’s content freely available during this 

time. Click here and enter the login name “keepreading”, password “sebco”. On the next page where 

you are prompted for your library card number, enter “#1”. 

OxfordOwl: Another free eBook library for children ages 3 – 11. See the library here. 

Lakeshore Learning: This well-known educational resource merchant has over 1000 items available for 

free download, including lesson, activities, customizable flash cards, and worksheets. Visit them here. 

Khan Academy: This well-known site offers free videos to support kids learning. Check out their 

resources here. 

MysteryScience: This website is offering all of their science lessons to anyone for free during this time. 

Access their programs here. 

America’s Test Kitchen: If you find yourself spending more time in the kitchen, invite your kids to join 

you! This favorite site has a children’s page that is full of kid-friendly recipes and ideas for making your 

kitchen into a place for learning. Visit their page here.  

Cosmic Kids Yoga: A YouTube channel with videos of fun yoga and mindfulness activities for kids. Visit 

the YouTube page here. 

North Carolina Baptist Aging Ministry: This agency has set up a hotline for older adults to call if they are 

feeling isolated. The hotline is available from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. daily at (866) 578-HOPE (4673) 

Spectrum: For families without access to the internet, Spectrum is offering free services. Here is an 

article published by WKBW, Buffalo, NY about the program: 

https://www.wkbw.com/news/national/coronavirus/spectrumto-offer-free-broadband-and-wifi-to-

students-without-it. The phone number listed in the article for more information and to enroll:  1-844-

488-8398. 

https://www.ncdcr.gov/things-do/nclearnhome
https://www.weareteachers.com/virtual-author-activities/?utm_content=1585051381&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwAR03_zJ4Kr72pggWTSRBlU75lRSihkc0gb0tUzo2tGXXBtvPlG8omHXsbgA
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4-g_PdCdGnThONdtmbQZdfIG1tfy_L2PedFrN-uCnN5nDlg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSflNxNM0jzbZJjUqOcXkwhGTfii4CM_CA3kCxImbY8c3AABEA/viewform?fbclid=IwAR0bGVte2p5kVQ-3U37mtfTFg49Wq82W0Lbd78T1sv_GvCZyYpvSorsVsqE
https://www.littleguidedetroit.com/event/virtual-science-lessons-with-michigan-science-center/2020-03-18/?fbclid=IwAR38JSdmjpqYx5IH7NlDfA6AX3Jf59C2Wiu5Yw4WOeH1LabShMj5YRVcAvU
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-10-university-art-classes-free-online?utm_medium=email&utm_source=19760185-newsletter-editorial-daily-03-18-20&utm_campaign=editorial&utm_content=st-S&fbclid=IwAR12rnemEqqaJuO2avMsjEWLfQq7d6lO1ipqvtIGDvLZosPvpCAKNAoopUg
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
http://library.esebco.com/site/login?login=keepreading&password=SEBCO
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading-owl/library-page?fbclid=IwAR1PxOP6yFAxj3_hd6Jflm_0fv9YrMnGRMMIAkLdgfx642s48WML9gxD_Ow
https://www.lakeshorelearning.com/resources/free-resources
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://mysteryscience.com/school-closure-planning
https://www.americastestkitchen.com/kids/home
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5uIZ2KOZZeQDQo_Gsi_qbQ
https://www.wkbw.com/news/national/coronavirus/spectrumto-offer-free-broadband-and-wifi-to-students-without-it
https://www.wkbw.com/news/national/coronavirus/spectrumto-offer-free-broadband-and-wifi-to-students-without-it


Amazing Educational Resources: This is a Facebook group started by Nick Hooper from the University of 

Texas at Austin. The description given for the group is to be an “…educator community to share the 

good, bad, and ugly about the many teacher resources on the internet.” This group originally shared a 

Google Doc of educational companies offering free services during the school shutdown. With over 300 

resources already listed, this group moved the document to the web. Visit 

www.amazingeducationalresources.com to view the document. 

Zoom: This videoconferencing company is providing its tools to K-12 schools for free. View the article in 

Forbes Magazine here: Exclusive: Zoom CEO Eric Yuan Is Giving K-12 Schools His Videoconferencing 

Tools For Free 

Scholastic: Scholastic has launched a new website, 

https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome.html, offering 20 days of articles, 

stories, videos and learning challenges to help keep children engaged. Activities are offered by grade 

level and will be updated regularly. 

Storyline: An award-winning children’s literacy website, Storyline offers videos of actors reading 

children’s books. Activity guides are included for each title to strengthen learning and comprehension. 

Visit www.storylineonline.net to access the videos and learn more about the organization. 

Kate Messner: As a former classroom teacher and celebrated author, Kate Messner has put together a 

library of resources for kids, families, teachers and librarians. Access the website at 

https://www.katemessner.com/read-wonder-and-learn-favorite-authors-illustrators-share-resources-

for-learning-anywhere-spring-2020/ 

Deschutes Public Library: Staff have put together a web page of YouTube and Facebook Live events 

being offered by children's authors. Visit the page at DPL Children's Authors - Read Alouds and other 

FaceTime Live Events. 

Mental Floss: This website calls itself …”an encyclopedia of everything” and promises to offer “…smart, 

funny and shareable content in an upbeat and witty environment.” They recently published an article 12 

World-Class Museums You Can Visit Online 

Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden: The Cincinnati Zoo is offering virtual safaris on Facebook Live 

everyday at 3:00 p.m. EST. Each day they will feature an animal and offer activities you can do at home. 

Follow their Facebook Page or visit their website: http://cincinnatizoo.org/ for more information. 

MAKE Paducah: This private business offers a DIY painting studio, meeting space, and a gift boutique in 

Paducah, Kentucky. Due to school closures, they are offering Facebook Live art lessons for free. Check 

out their Facebook Page for more details. 

The Shirley Journey: This blog recently posted a “30 Days of LEGO© Play” calendar. The article also 

gives good tips on cleaning LEGO©. Read the article here or go directly to the printable calendar.  

Virtual Field Trips: This google document has been shared widely on Facebook, but the original creator 

is not linked in the resource. The links in the document do access to the resources listed. Find the 

document here. 

file:///D:/Covid-19/www.amazingeducationalresources.com
https://www.forbes.com/sites/alexkonrad/2020/03/13/zoom-video-coronavirus-eric-yuan-schools/?utm_campaign=forbes&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_term=Valerie%2F&fbclid=IwAR1xLhtoSdq5uNUGsNHFDniCcISq4pHW88Qg9GwAwTFHK2bCR2frm5kU-R8#753316cb4e71
https://www.forbes.com/sites/alexkonrad/2020/03/13/zoom-video-coronavirus-eric-yuan-schools/?utm_campaign=forbes&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_term=Valerie%2F&fbclid=IwAR1xLhtoSdq5uNUGsNHFDniCcISq4pHW88Qg9GwAwTFHK2bCR2frm5kU-R8#753316cb4e71
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome.html
file:///D:/Covid-19/www.storylineonline.net
https://www.katemessner.com/read-wonder-and-learn-favorite-authors-illustrators-share-resources-for-learning-anywhere-spring-2020/
https://www.katemessner.com/read-wonder-and-learn-favorite-authors-illustrators-share-resources-for-learning-anywhere-spring-2020/
https://dpl.bibliocommons.com/list/share/350640561_dplpaigeone/1603278909_dpl_childrens_authors_-_read_alouds_and_other_facetime_live_events
https://dpl.bibliocommons.com/list/share/350640561_dplpaigeone/1603278909_dpl_childrens_authors_-_read_alouds_and_other_facetime_live_events
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/75809/12-world-class-museums-you-can-visit-online?fbclid=IwAR0TlbOOUB1a9hdw9ru_GWhv5AkTXfixRnfsa1jrPdSZTBNEgN3H0gZezuI
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/75809/12-world-class-museums-you-can-visit-online?fbclid=IwAR0TlbOOUB1a9hdw9ru_GWhv5AkTXfixRnfsa1jrPdSZTBNEgN3H0gZezuI
https://www.facebook.com/cincinnatizoo/posts/10158043843010479
http://cincinnatizoo.org/
https://www.facebook.com/makepaducah/posts/1391011517767132
https://theshirleyjourney.com/lego-play-free-printable-calendar/?fbclid=IwAR2uWfCDAo1q38zWxe9JBMuZK7jdke8b950L-09NTiJidus5X9CSon99Nv8
https://www.theshirleyjourney.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Lego30daysofplay.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SvIdgTx9djKO6SjyvPDsoGlkgE3iExmi3qh2KRRku_w/preview?fbclid=IwAR1dm3rfo47dshPVlJCl6icnEyEpYdtWishZSNApnBbzdtZcKrCKPe3fy0o


Kottke.org: Founded in 1998, this blog is produced by Jason Kottke and dedicated to covering “…the 

essential people, inventions, performances, and ideas…” that increase human potential. A recent article, 

Paris Museums Put 100,000 Images Online for Unrestricted Public Use gives links to Paris Musées, a 

collection of 14 museums in Paris that have made copies of their artwork available online for free.  

Science Mom and Math Dad: Science Mom has a YouTube channel with videos on different science 

concepts for elementary age kids. Science Mom is teaming up with Math Dad to offer a daily show 

featuring science and math activities, crafts, and games. Follow their Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/TheScienceMom/ for the live session, or visit Science Mom on YouTube for 

the recorded videos. 

Walkabouts: Walkabouts are active learning adventures for kids in grades K-2. These movement rich 

activities are being made available free of charge to families and teachers during the extended school 

closures. Click here for more information on how to access these free resources. 

Emmy Kaster: This children’s book author and illustrator is using her Instagram account to highlight 

resources available to keep children engaged in literature. Visit her kidlitresources to see what’s 

available. 

Growing Book by Book: This website was founded by a teacher with over 20 years of experience in early 

childhood educational settings. The site is dedicated to meeting the needs of every growing reader, and 

they offer resources for infants to beginning readers here.  

Anne Frank House Virtual Tour: This virtual tour highlights the house where Anne Frank hid from the 

Nazis for two years. Visit the tour here. 

60+ Awesome Websites for Teaching and Learning Math: The best math websites, according to 

teachers. Read the article here. 

Space Station Explorers: This site featured stories read by astronauts from the International Space 

Station. Access the videos and find out more here. 

New York Public Library eBooks: The NYPL has made a catalog of over 300,000 eBooks available to 

anyone with or without a library card. You must have a device to which you can download apps. Read 

the article here. 

The Great Courses: This website provides quality educational programs for people of all ages. Check out 

their courses and sign up for a free one month trial here. 

Metropolitan Opera: The Met is offering free streams from its catalog of HD recorded operas. The 

operas will be broadcast every evening at 7:30 p.m. from their webpage: https://www.metopera.org/. 

For parents and teens: USA Today had an article about Netflix Party, which will allow you or your teens 

to have watch parties remotely. Read the article here. 

For parents: Consumer Reports has a Coronavirus Resource Hub that is available free of charge. Access 

it here. 

NCDPI: The North Carolina Department of Public Instruction has a webpage with resources for remote 

learning. Access it here. 

https://kottke.org/20/01/paris-museums-put-100000-images-online-for-unrestricted-public-use?fbclid=IwAR10zFLB6X9Lz4cGeSa7gio9qOtMP8F82U1_imoKqZZkbo80X7TqWCplhMY
http://parismuseescollections.paris.fr/en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-QcZISbFb9EiIEQ41cVhxw/featured
https://www.facebook.com/TheScienceMom/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-QcZISbFb9EiIEQ41cVhxw/featured
http://www.activedinc.com/actived/
http://info.activedinc.com/covid
https://www.instagram.com/stories/highlights/17903508400436887/
https://growingbookbybook.com/online-literacy-resources/
https://www.annefrank.org/en/anne-frank/secret-annex/
https://www.weareteachers.com/best-math-websites/?fbclid=IwAR2EFOeNrp-t6DcUt-VZDEnM0xy7vlc1zUzf7TfbCIfyUlZbcVMkKQDpjWw#.XnE5WciFPc4.facebook
https://www.spacestationexplorers.org/educational-programs/storytimefromspace/
https://www.timeout.com/newyork/blog/you-can-now-download-over-300-000-books-from-the-nypl-for-free-071216?fbclid=IwAR0VMXYAqomWESIOhVSoguDxed3h6ItFSjQukcqj_stMTmMsPl-nhLZWm60
https://www.thegreatcoursesplus.com/lp/t1/freemo?source_id=FREEMO&utm_source=Social_Media&utm_medium=Facebook&utm_campaign=1000614&fbclid=IwAR0MC9rR0XzQU0wgCwJMRoLlaAlI3z9h0MwisJmj1bmBx7eFvJpqSZ8rlrk
https://www.metopera.org/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/entertainment/tv/2020/03/17/coronavirus-netflix-party-lets-friends-do-movie-nights-quarantine/5072347002/?fbclid=IwAR19XF2PMUSuuwc9B4RnROENEfeXTl54oXPGmC8Meuu29uf18X59CfAYw9o
https://www.consumerreports.org/coronavirus/coronavirus-covid-19-updates/
https://sites.google.com/dpi.nc.gov/remote-learning-resources/home


School Library Journal: SLJ published an article on March 11, 2020 entitled A Mini-Clearinghouse on 

Coronavirus, Created by Two School Librarians. The article is geared more towards library staff, but the 

resources will work for all. See the article here. 

NPR: NPR reporter Cory Turner interviewed several experts to find out what kids needed to hear about 

the coronavirus. The result was a comic. View (and print) a version for your kids here. If you would like 

to listen to or read the segment that led to the comic, you can find it here. 

World Book Encyclopedia Online: This resource has been made available for a limited time for free to 

members of our library community. Access the free online encyclopedia here. If prompted, enter 

wbsupport for the username and distancelearn as the password. They are also offering free access to a 

video on Distance Learning Resources for Parents. 

Free Code Camp: In addition to their free, online learn to code curriculum, Free Code Camp recently 

posted an article “Here are 450 Ivy League courses you can take online right now for free.” 

NASA: The entire media library of NASA is currently available for free. Images, videos and audios are 

available and include interviews with astronauts and gorgeous photos of celestial objects. Access the 

media library here. 

EBook Friendly: This site posted an article in 2016 listing 25 sites for free public domain eBooks. Items in 

the public domain include older titles, many of which are considered classics. Read the article here. 

Art At Home: @MrsVelazquezArt is an art teacher who has posted an online document with links to art 

contests, games, education, and art at home, among others. Access the document with links here. 

Mo Willems: This beloved author of the Pidgeon books (among others) is currently the Kennedy Center 

Education Artist-in-Residence, and he is offering a daily Lunch Doodle, Monday through Friday at 1:00 

p.m. Don’t forget to bring some paper and crayons! Access the Lunch Doodle page here. 

  

https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=mini-clearinghouse-on-coronavirus-covid-19-created-by-school-librarians
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/02/28/809580453/just-for-kids-a-comic-exploring-the-new-coronavirus
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/809580453
https://worldbookonline.com/wb/products?ed=all&gr=Welcome+to+World+Book+Online%21
https://www.worldbookonline.com/training/distance-learning/distance-learning.htm
https://www.freecodecamp.org/news/here-are-380-ivy-league-courses-you-can-take-online-right-now-for-free-9b3ffcbd7b8c/?fbclid=IwAR2fVvf-BGEWJpgSEQzfFYm2JbFjEDrGopR4fc6-tJChfuKMPXPR52psSRo
https://images.nasa.gov/
https://ebookfriendly.com/free-public-domain-books-sources/?fbclid=IwAR21tylGSWyYt8fWCL08tJ5yRDFgWbxpnQ2iVoJjg3mWwatgT-PwJeVLQck
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EVMQiHHKugF4RQ071DzimkSKn1AuiBNOJ-i6xs1mBts/preview?fbclid=IwAR1PaoAGsoN_T8X5zoOxTiVyUUdiYJDzI9jUU3FTjphci1i1PNbPmXahk4E
https://www.kennedy-center.org/education/mo-willems/


Local Resources: 

Alamance County Public Libraries’ Resources: Visit ACPL on Facebook for our live storytimes. Follow our 

page here. ACPL offers a wide selection of digital resources including eBooks, eAudiobooks, and digital 

magazines for all ages. Information on online resources can be found at 

https://www.alamancelibraries.org/reference-research/online-research-tools/ or contact your local 

branch. 

Senior Shopping Hours: Several area stores are offering special times for seniors to shop. Target has 

designated the first hour of the morning on Wednesdays, Dollar General has designated the first hour of 

each day they are open, and Steve’s Garden market is offering a senior hour the first hour of each day 

they are open. See a full list published in the Burlington Times News here. 

United Way of Alamance County: The UWAC has set up a special campaign, #Help4Alamance, to assess 

and provide for needs in the community. See their post here.  

ABSS Coronavirus School Nutrition: ABSS has posted information about lunch sites that are available to 

children (under the age of 18) Monday through Friday. Sites are drop in and pick up only. They are 

anticipating expanding the program to include breakfast. For more information, check the ABSS website. 

SAFE: If you are concerned about children who rely on school for meals, the Southern Alamance Family 

Empowerment Food Pantry is offering to help. Families in need can call 336-675-3859 for arrangements. 

If you are able to help, visit the website at https://www.safealamance.org/ and click on the tab for 

“current needs.” 

https://www.facebook.com/AlamanceLibraries/
https://www.alamancelibraries.org/reference-research/online-research-tools/
https://www.thetimesnews.com/zz/news/20200318/stores-designate-shopping-time-for-seniors-vulnerable-amid-coronavirus-safeway-whole-foods-target-and-more
https://uwalamance.org/nsm_updates/help4alamance/
https://www.abss.k12.nc.us/Page/45872?fbclid=IwAR3Y7QKqddxQiw7CBy-YGrVQ5cl6f1pGT-d3k3spcM6tzmyvsEckhvYr-K8

